Minutes of Annual General Meeting of Entomological Society of New Zealand

Tuesday 13 April 2010, Victoria University, Wellington, 4.35 pm
Present:  Mike Fitzgerald, Phil Sirvid, Lisa Berndt, Olwyn Green, Nicholas Martin, John Marris, Diane Jones, Ronny Groenteman, Rowan Emberson, Corinne Watts, Rachel Cane, Habteab Habtom, Stephen Hartley, F. Rudi Schnitzler, John Dugdale, Rich Leschen, Grace Hall, Trevor Crosby, Ian Stringer, Cor Vink, Alan Flynn, Phil Lester, Ecki Brockerhoff, Helen Ranson, Scott Bartlam, George Gibbs, Ricardo L. Palma, Darren Ward, Stephen Pawson, Pauline Syrett, Jacqueline Beggs (31)
Apologies: Bruce Chapman, Chris Thompson, Eric Scott, Neville Hudson, Peter Johns, John Early, Chris Green.

Minutes of last year’s AGM: Rowan Emberson moved that the minutes be accepted as true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Grace Hall.

Financial Statement: Darren Ward spoke to the Financial Report.  The Society is in a sound financial position, and Darren recommended that subscriptions stay the same for a further year. However, the costs of production of the journal have increased but the subscription has remained the same for the last few years.  A question from Ricardo Palma about the term deposit accounts was answered satisfactorily. Nicholas Martin moved that the report be accepted, seconded by Trevor Crosby.  CARRIED.

President’s report: Jacqueline Beggs read the President’s report. Ecki Brockerhoff moved that the report be accepted, seconded by Mike Fitzgerald.  CARRIED.

Editor’s report: Jacqueline Beggs presented Shaun Forgie and John Charles’s report in their absence.  Cor Vink moved that the editors’ report be accepted, seconded by Rowan Emberson.

Newsletter:  Ecki spoke briefly about the newsletter, and requested material for the next issue.

Report from Publications subcommittee: Jacqueline presented and spoke to the report.  One recommendation was that the subscription form should in future have a tick box to allow member to opt out of receiving a hard copy of the journal.  Question from Rowan, would it save money, from Olwyn, would we lose members?  Query from Ricardo about the Bulletin, suggestion that we check the guidelines re use of publications fund.  (Ricardo recalled that it was not for NZ entomologist).  Jacqueline asked members to email suggestions for editorial board membership to her.

Stephen Pawson moved that report and its recommendations be accepted, seconded by Ricardo, CARRIED.

Jacqueline mentioned that the video link used for the subcommittee discussions worked very well, and that we might do this again for Society business during the year.

Branch reports: No report from Auckland, but Nicholas Martin said that the group had been active as usual.  Ronny Groenteman read the Canterbury Branch Report.
21 Anniversary Fund Awards: Pauline reported that the Awards Committee Chairperson, Bruce Chapman, recommended making the following awards:

Melissa Griffin: $1000:  Diet choices, gut and reproductive comparative anatomy of Wellington tree weta (Hemideina crassidens) and ground weta (Hemiandrus pallitarsis) and the influence of protein on female H. crassidens fecundity.

Briar Smith: $1000:  Hemiandrus maculifrons phylogeography and identification of cryptic species.

Rowan Emberson recommended that these awards be approved, seconded by Darren Ward, CARRIED.

KJ Fox Travel Awards

Pauline reported that two KJ Fox awards of $250 each were made. 

Election of Committee Members 

Jacqueline reported that except for Raphael Didham, who has relinquished the editorship of The Weta, all current members of the committee are prepared to continue.  No further nominations were received.  The current committee is:

President: Jacqueline Beggs, Vice-President: Phil Lester, Immediate Past President: Ecki Brockerhoff, Secretary: Pauline Syrett, Treasurer: Darren Ward, Editors: John Charles, Shaun Forgie, Webmaster: Stephen Pawson, Committee Member: John Marris.

Jacqueline nominated John Leader, as new editor of The Weta to the Committee, seconded by Pauline, CARRIED.

Olwyn Green thanked the committee and the conference organisers for their hard work. 

Fellows of the Society

Jacqueline proposed that the limitation on the number of Honorary Fellows of the Society be raised to 20, or removed, seconded by Steve Pawson.  The majority voted by show of hands to remove the limitation on the number of Honorary Fellows that can be appointed.  This amendment to the constitution will be notified in the December newsletter and voted on at the next AGM.

Phil Lester read the nomination of Dr George Gibbs for an Honorary Fellowship of the Society, by Phil Lester, Jacqueline Beggs, and Stephen Pawson. The nomination was approved by acclamation.

George Gibbs thanked the Society for the honour.

Next conference: Joint conference with the Australian Entomological Society at Lincoln in late August (28 Aug- 1 Sep).  John Marris is chairing the organising committee.

The meeting closed at 5.50 pm.
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