Minutes of Entomological Society of New Zealand Executive Meeting

Sunday 11 April 2010, 6.00 pm

Present: Darren Ward, John Marris, Shaun Forgie, Stephen Pawson, Jacqueline Beggs, Ecki Brockerhoff, Phil Lester, Pauline Syrett

Apologies from John Leader, John Charles

Minutes of the last Executive Meeting: Darren Ward moved that the minutes be accepted, seconded by Pauline Syrett

Matters arising

Jacqueline asked if Jon Sullivan’s assistance with the website had been recognised with a financial donation.  Pauline said she had spoken with Jon, and he was very appreciative of our thanks, and not expecting a financial reward.  Resolved that he be presented with a case of ginger beer.  Steve Pawson to action.

Jacqueline asked if the archives were being reorganised as intended.  Darren responded that they were now all in one place and had been compacted a little.  Pauline is adding material annually.

Correspondence

Pauline mentioned that we had had another enquiry about use of images on our butterfly poster.  We now have contact with the original artist and part owner of the copyright.  Steve said that he thought the original artwork was at Lincoln University, and that Eric Scott should know where. John M to investigate, ask Eric, find original material, see if there is anything else of ours housed in the same location, and transfer to Landcare Research with archive material.

Awards
21st Anniversary
Applications were easier to deal with in new format.  Last year’s reports are all in, with photos, new system working well.  However, Ecki commented that the reports would still need some editing to make them suitable for inclusion in the newsletter.

The awards review committee recommended making awards of $1000 each to Melissa Griffin and Briar Smith, both at Massey University.

Jacqueline moved that we endorse Bruce Chapman’s (Chair of awards committee) recommendation, seconded by Darren, carried.

KJ Fox Awards

Two awards were made, of $250 each, to Andrew Barnes and James McCarthy both at Canterbury University.

There was discussion around how to use the KJ Fox to get more students and amateurs to conferences.  Suggested minimum award of $150.  Discussion as to whether we should give preference to Masters students (Jacqueline). Steve suggested we should find out from supervisors which students really need the funding.  Exec to review online guidelines and send any suggested changes to Pauline.

Financial report

Darren said that the scholarship funds had been increased as planned from conference profits, so that the KJ Fox is now $18000, the 21st Anniv $40 000. Guardian Trust funds are still frozen, will take a couple more years to wrap up.  Publications accounts are in good shape.

Clare Butcher awards: there was discussion around the low value of our award at the Auckland Science Fair compared to other prizes.  Pauline suggested reviving Hawkes Bay, as one of the original intended recipients of the awards (where Clare Butcher came from).  John Marris to ask Mike Butcher whether there are any suitable science fairs, also to ask Eric Scott what he knows about this.

Jacqueline thanked Darren for his excellent work as Treasurer

Darren recommended that subscriptions stay same for another year, but that it should be noted at AGM that they haven’t changed for a number of years.

Editors’ report

Shaun spoke to the New Zealand Entomologist editors’ report.  The latest issue was expensive to produce but had a lot of content.  We are close to obtaining an impact factor. 

Weta report: Raphael has passed some files to Steve Pawson, which he will pass on to the new editor, John Leader.  Pauline to give Steve John Leader’s email address.

Newsletter report
Ecki said that this is going well, but that we need more copy, please.

Website report

Steve provided some information of usage of the website, and it was agreed that the website was very important for our profile and that Steve should investigate an upgrade.   

General Business

Cor Vink has offered that he and his co-authors of their new spider book donate their royalties to a prize for the best presentation on spiders at our conference.  It was agreed that Darren work with Cor to set this up.

Next Conference: 28 Aug 2011 (Sunday) to 1 September (Thursday), to be held jointly with the Australian Entomological Society.  John Marris, chair of the conference organising committee confirmed that the committee members have agreed to help, although they haven’t yet met.  Steve asked that John check accommodation is available at Lincoln University. 

Darren pointed out that we will need to hold an AGM in April/May. Jacqueline to organise meeting in Auckland before 31 May 2011.

Judges for prizes:  Steve, Darren, and one other to be approached.  Pauline did not bring the score sheet, so judges to put something together.

NZ Invertebrate Conservation Network. Steve spoke to this, should it be part of ent soc, or separate entity. There was some discussion of involving other societies that deal with other invertebrates.  Agreed that we should support the scoping exercise under the umbrella of our Society.

Redevelopment of website: Steve proposed hiring a professional web developer.  We have $$ in publications account for this (Darren).  Steve to investigate costs.

Policy on appointing fellows: it was agreed that deceased fellows should not be listed inside the front cover of the NZ Entomologist.  Propose at AGM to remove max five and raise to ?20. (still only 2 a year).  Since this requires a constitutional change, it would need to be notified and voted on at the 2011 AGM.

Publications subcommittee report 
There was considerable discussion on this comprehensive report, and it was agreed that while members should be encouraged to opt in to receiving an electronic version only of the journal, we should retain the status quo around other issues for the time being. Darren to modify invoice.

Editorial Board: recommend that we have sub-editors for different topics, moved by Jacqueline, seconded Shaun.  Appointments of these editors should be for 3 years (when the positions are up for review).  Currently we have Mark Hoddle and Barbara Barratt (biological control, invasive insects), suggested that for molecular topics we could approach Thomas Buckley, and for ecology, Raphael Didham.  Exec was asked to email other suggestions to Jacqueline.

Another suggestion was to ask people to take an electronic version to reduce costs, and to ask for fee for colour.  

Weta and newsletter: won’t be combined as no financial savings.  So, business as usual, but maybe we could reduce the Weta to a single issue a year, (in July).  To be discussed with John Leader, and depends on submissions.  Some copy could be removed, e.g. conferences could go to newsletter.

Publication fund: Monarch butterfly book should be out by next conference (Steve).  Resolved to maintain current fund at current level.  There was a suggestion to use the interest for publication of something from next joint conference (a symposium topic).  Something like ‘Status of Entomology’ with broad, quotable statistics, etc.  To be actioned by conference organising committee.

Exec resolved to accept recommendation of publications subcommittee (with the exception of combining Weta and newsletter) and present to the AGM for discussion and approval.

Meeting closed at 9.45 pm.
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