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Paropsis beetles were first found in New Zealand in 1916
near Canterbury on Eucalyptus globulus. This species was identi-
fied in New Zealand as P. dilatata Erichson. Later specimens were
sent for confirmation to the Commonwealth Institute of Ento-
mology, London by Clark (1930) where P. dilatata Er. was con-
firmed as the correct determination. Recently during work on the
group in conjunction with P, B. Carne of the C.S.I.R.O. Australia,
I compared the series originally determined by the Rev. T. Black-
burn and deposited in the British Museum (Nat. Hist.), with the
Erichson holotype in Beriin. They were not found to be conspecifie.
Unfortunately Blackburn did not see the type species of either
Erichson or Stal and for species descrited by these authors he
relied on specimens determined by Chapuis or on the original
descriptions. In a group containing difficulties as great as are to
be found in Paropsis this is a very unreliable procedure. Eventually
it was found by comparison with the type material, that all the
specimens determined as P. dilatata in the British Museum includ-
ing the specimens sent over by Clark and deseribed by him in his
work on the morphology and biology of the beetle (1930), were
in fact specimens of P. charybdis Stal. Therefore, the species of
Paropsis found commonly in New Zealand is P. charybdis Stal and
not P. dilatata Er, This finding was confirmed by examination of
fresh material collected in New Zealand and sent to me by the
D.S.I.LR. New Zealand. This note forms part of larger study by
Selman (1963).
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