
Valley, Nelson (J.S.D.); May 3, 2, Marsden Valley, Nelson 
(J.W.H.) ; May 4, 3, Cleveland Terrace (J.W.H.) ; May 5, 6, Monaco 
(J.W.H.). 

Larvae of the Pea Blue, reared froni field collected eggs, were 
bred in capitivity during the winter months of 1971. Each larva 
was kept in a separate numbered container. The number of days 
spent as larva and pupa a re  listed in Table 1. Larvae took from 
22-48 days to develop into pupae, and pupae took from 34-41 days 
to emerge as  adults, a t  room temperature. 

TABLE 1 

1 22 28 June  4 1 8 August Perfect 
2 2 3 30 3 9 8 ,, Perfect 
3 3 0 7 ~ G l y  39 3.5 ,, Perfect 
4 30 8 ,, 3 8 15  ,, Perfect 
5 3 3 11 .. 3 6 16  .. Deformed 
6 36 14  ,, 3 9 22 ,, Perfect 
7 3 8 16  ,, - - Dead, fully Developed 
8 38 17  ,, 34 20 August Perfect 
9 40 19  ,, 3 6 24 ,, Perfect 

10  46 25 ,, - - Dead, fully Developed 
11 48 27 ,, 3 6 1 Sept. Perfect 

CONCLUSION 

I t  appears that the Pea Blue is now firmly established in the 
Nelson area. I t  is hoped that  they will establish themselves in 
new areas. 
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LAMPIDES BOETICUS AND OTHER LEPIDOPTERA 
ON WAIHEKE ISLAND 

J. K. HUTTON, 

1288A Dominion Road, Mt. Roskill, Auckland. 

During a casual ramble on 7th January,  1973, in the Onetangi 
area of Waiheke Island I observed the Lepidoptera frequenting this 
beautiful spot. There were countless numbers of cabbage whites, 
Pieris rapae (Linnaeus), also sailing around, with characteristic 
swooping flight were many Monarchs (Danaus plexippus) (Lin- 
naeus) although I saw no sign of the normal food plant. 



Along the roadside were tracts of wild honejrsuckle in flower, 
which were being visited by the  New Zealand Blue, Zizina labradus 
(Godart) and quite a few scattered New Zealand Coppers, Lycaena 
salustius (Fabricius),  but gradually amongst the numerous blues 
appeared several with much stronger swifter flight, which on meet- 
ing each other joined in aerial dogfights to a considerable height. 
Having only a short-handled sn~a l l  ne t  I had to stalk with consider- 
able caution until I finally caught one of the swift flyers and to my 
surprise I found it  to be the Long-Tailed Blue, Lampides boeticus 
(Linnaeus). In a few more minutes I managed to find a fur ther  
pair in coition, plus several more singles. 

The next day I visited several more areas and to my amazement 
I discovered a great  many Lampides boeticus flying in company with 
Zizina otis labradus in a great  many places. There appeared to be 
no less than one hundred individuals. They were easily separated 
from Zizina otis labradus by their quite different flight pattern. I t  
would appear that  the Long-Tailed Blue is now firnily established on 
Waiheke Island and is breeding there. As my specimens were 
rather  worn, and caught in January, while earlier reports a r e  in 
March, two broods a t  least would seem to have been produced. 
Further  observations are  needed to confirm this. 

During February and March I regularly found adults of L. 
boeticus on my property a t  Mt. Roskill. They were particularly 
common round dwarf and runner beans. Oviposition on the flowers 
was observed frequently. 

REARING AGROTIS YPSILON (LEPIDOPTERA : 
NOCTUIDAE) FOR PARASITE RELEASE 

D. J. ALLAN, 

Entomology Division, D.S.I.R., Auckland. 

During the 1971/72 biological control programme carried out 
a t  the Enton~ology Division's Auckland Station a constant supply 
of Agrotis ypsilon (Rottemberg) was required. Up to 100 cater- 
pillars a day, of a specific size, were needed for  rearing two species 
of braconid parasites imported from Pakistan. Freedom from 
disease and damage had to be assured to allow rapid expansion f o r  
peak parasite field liberations. Rearing was carried out using 5 
litre plastic buckets covered by nylon organza. 

The parent  moths were collected a t  night with a mercury 
vapour light trap. Sufficient were taken to cover genetic variation. 
An earlier colony, starting from only 3 individuals became infertile 
af ter  a few generations. The initial breeding population was in 
excess of 150 adults collected over a six week period from widely 
separated districts; Pukekohe to the south and Massey, Henderson to 


