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Specimens of the Gisborne cockroach reccivecl at  the Aucltland Plant Diagnostic 
Station, during the past year. Iverc found not to fit thc description given by Mac- 
kerras (1968a) for Plntl~:oste?-in ( b f ~ l a r l o i o s t c r i a )  .<oror Brunner. This was the name 
ascribed to specimens of the Gisborne cockroach b ~ -  Mr P. M. Johns and recorded 
in a paper by Perrott (1970).  Although superficially similar to P. soror, the recently 
received specimens are mernbcrs of the genus D:) 'mn/~lauc. fa .  Mackerras (1967: 
gives detailed noter on the differentiation of L ) q m a p l a w t a  spp. from Platyrosteria 
spp. Csing keys in Mackerras ( t 9 6 W  the cockroaches were identified as Dryma-  
plancta senziritta (\Valker) . 

A specimen collected by SIr P. Rosa, lientokil, .4uckland, on 9 January 1974 
from goods t ranspr ted  from Tanranga to Auckland xvas forwarded to the British 
Museum (Natural History). Thcy confirmed that it xvas Drl 'map2an~ta  semiuitta 
(Walker) . Specimcns labelled as P1nt)~ros;cria (Mr la?~ozos t t - r ia )  soror in the collec- 
tion of Entomology Division, D.S.I.R., Auckland. including those referred to by 
Perrott (1970), were then chcckecl and all were found to be consistent with Mac- 
kerras' ( l968b'i description of Drj maplnvc tn  .zcmii'itta. 

.D. semizlitta has a limited distribution and according to Mackerras (1968bi 
it is apparently confined to the south-I\-estern part of \Vestern :\ustralia. Johns 
(1966) records Mrlanozosteria (= D~-ynzaf i la?l t~ta)  sen~ ic i t ta  in New Zealand as a 
species which frequently rccurs on timber shipments from Australia. Thc earliest 
specimen of Drymapla t~e ta  semizit ta held in Entomology Division's collection dates 
from 28 May 1954 and was collected by thc Dcpartrnent of L4gric~~ltrlre in Tauranga. 
Localities of other specimens in this collection and the Auclilancl Plant Diagnostic 
Station's collection are Gisbornc., Kaxvcrau. Kuatoria. Tauranga and Auckland. 
Specimens of the Gisbsorne cockroach labelled as P.  (M.) soror in the collections 
of Forest Research Institute. Kotorua ( l i .  Zondag, pers.  con^.) and the Plant Diag- 
nomstic Station, Levin (D. Mans'on, pcrs. com.) were collected from Kawerau, Lake 
Kotoiti, Gisborne and Morere. D .  .semiz,itta is k n o ~ n  to be established in Gisborne 
and environs (see Perrott, 19701 and recent collections in private dwellings in the 
s~tburb of Pakuranga have rewaled that it is no\\- established in .luckland. .Ilthough 
specimens have been recorded from Tauranpa, Kawerau, Lake Rotoiti and Ruatoria 
it is not known whether the species is actually cstnblished in these localities. 

Mackerras (1968h) gibes no information as to the habit? or behaviour of 
D.  semzvztta, but does mention that it breeds readily in c a p t i ~ i t ~ .  She makes no 
mention of it being a domestic species in \Vestern Australia. However, in New 
Zealand, notably Gisborne and Auchland, it does enter houses and for this reason 
ma\ be regarded as a nuisance species. 
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