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Abstract 
This paper records the presence of 212 Lepidoptera taxa collected at Danseys Pass 

between November 1977 and February 1980. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Danseys Pass (44O57'S, 170°22'E) is a moutain pass (935 m) connecting North 

Otago with Central Otago at the northern end of the Kakanui Mountains. T o  the 
north, St Marys Range begins with a cluster of peaks including M t  Domet, the Cone, 
and Mt  Kyeburn, and reaches its greatest height of 2027 m at Mt  Kohurau. T o  the 
southeast stretches the Kakanuis containing much more rounded peaks, the highest of 
which is M t  Pisgah (1659 m). The vegetation of the area is mainly brown tussock with 
few shrubs or trees. However, a rich herb community is present on steep rock faces and 
in most hollows. Below the pass remnants of native shrubs are found in wet gullies, and 
matagouri and tussock dominate the flat land. 

I visited the pass area 37 times between November 1977 and February 1980 with the 
aims of compiling a checklist of Lepidoptera from this previously lit'tle-studied area, 
and to rear as many species as possible. 

RESULTS 
I found a total of 2 12 taxa, several of which were new to science. The taxa and their 

collection data are presented in the checklist. Adults are present from about mid- 
October to early June above 900 rn. The mothsare easy to study as the rainfall in the 
area is low and winds are light. 

I found day-flying moths to be particularly common immediately beside the pass up 
to an  altitude of 1200 m;  several were new species. Nocturnal species were also well 
represented. 
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Among the new geometrids found was a small black and white species of Pasiphila; I 
have since found this species on the Rock and Pillar Range, Takitimus, and 
Remarkables. The  slender white and brown larvae feed on Gentiana, Hebe, C e l m i ~ i a ,  and 
Senecio flowers during the summer, and the following October or November the adults 
emerge. A dull, reddish-brown species of Asaphodes was found by Robin Craw and 
myself; the larva feeds on Cyathodes. A beautiful grey species of Dasyuris was found 
which flies swiftly over high mountain crests, and alights on warm rocks to display its 
orange hindwings. 

A new genus and species of hepialid was the most exciting discovery made. The 
orange and brown male was found by day at 1100 m on a snow totara, and the dull 
grey female was found dead in a swamp. The adults emerge in April. The species is still 
known only from the unique male and female specimens. 

A new tortricid was found with a flight period from March to May. It is a dimorphic 
species, and females are semiapterous. It probably breeds in damp areas, as both the 
females found were on moss in wet locations. 

I hope that the checklist demonstrates the wealth of species.present in a seemingly 
barren area, and perhaps this will stimulate more interest in the area. 

Checklist o f  Lepidoptera recorded fi.om Danseys Pass 

Monotrysia 
N E P T I C U L I D A E  
Neptzcula oriastra Meyr ick ,  larva in Celmisia 

prorepens 
M N E S A R C H A E O I D E A :  
M N E S A R C H A E I D A E  
Mnesarchaea paracosma Meyrick ,  Dec-Jan, 950 m ,  

common .  
H E P I A L O I D E A :  H E P I A L I D A E  
Aoraia aurimaculata (Phi lpot t ) ;  Mar -Apr ,  950-1300 

m A. aurimaculata series includes Aoraia n .sp .  
(Durnble ton) ,  M a r ,  950-1300 rn. 

Dtoxycanusjuscus (Philpott) ,  Dec ,  1100 m 
Fiseana cerutnata (Wa lke r ) ,  Sep-Dec,  <600 m 
Wiseana umhraculata (Guenee ) ,  Oct -Jan,  t o  950 m 
Oxycaninae ,  new genus and species, A p r ,  

950-1300 m 

Ditrysia Endoporia 
T O R T R I C O I D E A :  T O R T R I C I D A E  
"Capua" semiferana (Wa lke r ) ,  Jan-Dee,  <600 m 
Ctenopseustis obliquana (Wa lke r ) ,  Jan-Dee,  < 500 m 
Epichoristu aspzstana (Meyr i ck ) ,  J a n ,  1100 m 
Eptchorista hemionana (Meyr i ck ) ,  M a r ,  < 1100 m 
Epichortsta lindsayi (Philpott) ,  Feb, 11 00 m 
"Epichortsta" loxias (Meyr i ck ) ,  Feb, < 1100 m 
Eplphyas postuittana (Wa lke r ) ,  Jan-Dec,  < 500 m 
"Eurythecta" leuothrinca (Meyr ick) ,  Apr-Jun,  950 m 
Gelophaula s p . ,  nr Rock  and Pillar species, Jan -  

Feb, 1100-1300 m ,  i n  Celmisia breuijblza 
rosettes. 

Gelophaula palliata ( P h i l p o t t ) ,  N o v - F e b ,  
950-1000 m ,  i n  Celmi~ia prorepens rosettes. 

Gelophaula tributaria (Phi lpot t ) ,  J a n ,  1100 m. 
Harmologa oblongana (Wa lke r ) ,  Feb, < 500 m ,  on  

Muehlenbeckia 
Harmologa sisyrana Meyrick ,  Feb-?r4ar, <600 m .  
MeropiU;as n . s p . ,  Feb, 1000 m .  
Merophyas leucaniana (Wa lke r ) ,  Oc t -Apr ,  < 600 m .  
Planotortrix excessana (Wa lke r ) ,  Jan -Dee ,  <600 m. 

ergotis plagzatana (Wa lke r ) ,  Jan-Dee,  < 600 m. 
genus and species indet.  (whi te ,  striped 
crambiforrn tortricid), Mar -Jun ,  400-1200 m .  

S E S I O I D E A :  C H O R E U T I D A E  
Asteriuora analoga (Meyr i ck ) ,  Dec, 800 m 
Astertuora marmarea (Meyr ick) .  Dec-Feb, 980- 1300 

rn, l ama  o n  Celmtsla gracilenta 
Asteriuora microlitha (Meyr i ck ) ,  Sep-Oct ,  500 rn, 

larva o n  Helzchrysum globeraturn 
Asteriaora symbolaea ( M e ~ r i c k ) ,  J a n - M a r ,  950 m,  

larva on  Celmisia prorepens 
T I N E O I D E A :  G R A C I L L A R I I D A E  
Caloptilia elaeas (Meyr i ck ) ,  O c t ,  A p r ,  J u n ,  < 1150 

m ,  o n  Coriarta 
Caloptzlia ltnearis (But ler) ,  N o v ,  500 m .  
Caloptilia n . sp . ,  Mar -Apr ,  950 m ,  associated wi th  

Caultheria. 
P S Y C H I D A E  
Mallobathra crataea Meyr ick ,  J a n ,  950 m.  
Orophora unicolor (But ler) ,  larvae and cases, 950- 

1300 m. 
T I N E I D A E  
Amphixjstis hapsimacha Meyrick ,  Dec, 600 m 
Leuoptera spartlfoliella on  Cytisus, 500 m .  
Y P O N O M E U T O I D E A :  Y P O N O M E U T I D A E  
Orthenches chlorocomu Meyrick ,  Jan-Dec,  <800 m, 

o n  Carmtchaelia 
Orthenches stmilis Philpott, Dec-Mar,  950 m .  
Phylacodes cauta Meyr ick ,  Sep ,  950 m .  
Plutella antiphons Meyrick Mar -Apr ,  <500 m .  
Plutella xylostella (Linnaeus) ,  Jan-Dec,  < 500 m .  
Protosynaema questuosa Philpott, Apr .  950 m .  
C O P R O M O R P H O I D E A :  
G L Y P H I P T E R I G I D A E  
"Glyphipterix" (Circica) achboessa (Meyr i ck ) .  Oc t -  

Dec, <500 m.  
"Gbphipterix" (Circica) acrothecta (Meyr i ck ) ,  Oc t -  

Dee, 600 m .  
"Gbph$terix" (Circica) bactrzas (Meyr i ck ) ,  O c t -  

Dee, <800 m .  
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"Gbph+terix" (Circica) czonophora h f e y r i c k ,  Feb- 
M a r ,  < 600 m 

"Gbphzptertx" (Cucica) era~tts h leyr ick .  Dee-Jan ,  
to  1100 rn 

"G&hipterix" (Cir~ica)  iocheaera h l e y r i c k ,  N o v -  
Dec ,  <600 m 

"G!l?phzpterixn ( C i r c m )  nephoptera M e y r i c k ,  Dec- 
M a r ,  < 500 m 

, 'G(yphlpterix" (Czrczca) oxymachaera ( M e y r i c k ) ,  
N o v - J a n ,  <950 m 

G E L E C H I O I D E A :  E L A C H I S T I D A E  
Elachkia (Iren~code~) thallophora Meyr ick .  O c t - D e c ,  

500-950 m 
G E L E C H I I D A E  
Megacraspedus calamogona 14eyrick,  J a n - D e e ,  t o  

1100 m,  larvae i n  Chionochloa seed heads 
Gelechia ap, nr aerobatis Meyr ick ,  J a n ,  950 m 
O E C O P H O R I D A E  
Cremno,pm anco~yramma h l e y r i c k ,  N o v .  500 m 
Cremnoyene~ politl, ( M e y r i c k ) ,  N o v - D e c ,  t o  600 m 
Euchersadaula lathrlopa ( h l e y r i c k ) ,  Feb ,  1200 m ,  

beaten  from snow totara 
Gymnobathra roarctatella ( W a l k e r ) ,  Oct - .L iar ,  

< 1200 m ,  larva in cases u n d e r  Cyathodes 
Gymnobathra habropi~ M e y r i c k ,  J a n .  500 m 
Gymnobathra parra ( B u t l e r ) ,  N o v ,  500 m 
Oxythecta autrlna ( h f e y r i c k ) ,  O c t - N o \ ,  1200-1300 

m 
M O M P H I D A E  
Zapyrastra n . s p . ,  o n  Haloragij erecta m i n i n g  leaves 
P A P I L I O N O I D E A :  L Y C A E N I D A E  
Lycaena boldenarum W h i t r ,  < 1300 m o n  'Muelhen- 

beckia axillarls 
Lycaena salustzur (Fabr ic ius ) ,  < 1000 m,  o n  

Muehlenbeckta complexa 
Zizma otis oxleyi (Fe lder) ,  o n  c l o ~  era 
N Y  M P H A L I D A E  
Bassaris gonerzlla (Fabr ic ius ) ,  O c t - M a y .  < 1000 m ,  

o n  tree nettle 
Bassaris itea (Fabr ic ius ) ,  < 600 m,  o n  introduced 

nett le 
Cynthia kersha~si M c C o y ,  O c t ,  , Jan .  1200-1300 m 
P I E R I D A E  
Pieris (Artogela) rapae ( L i n n a e u s )  
S A T Y R I D A E  
Ararophenga antipodum D o u b l e d a y ,  O c t - A p r ,  

< 1300 m 
Arurophenga janitae C r a w ,  N o v - F e b ,  1000-1300 m 
Percnodatmon pluto Dec-Feb, < 1200 m 
P T E R O P H O R O I D E A :  P T E R O P H O R I D A E  
Platyptilia repletalis ( W a l k e r ) ,  F e b - A p r ,  < 950 m 
Stenoptilia orites h f e y r i c k ,  950-1200m, larvae in  

Senecio flowers 
N O C T U O I D E A :  A R C T I I D A E  
Metmrias stratgica ( H u d s o n ) ,  Dec ,  950 m ,  o n  herbs 

and grasses 
hjctemera annulata (Boisduval ) ,  O c t - M a r ,  < 700 

m.  o n  Senecio 
N O L I D A E  
Celama parvitt~ ( H o u e a ) .  Dec ,  600 m,  o n  

Hel~chysum glomeratum 
N O C T U I D A E :  A C R O N I C T I N A E  
Bityla dejgurata ( W a l k e r ) ,  J a n - D e e ,  t o  950 m, o n  

.2luehlenbeck1a aurtralt~ 

Rictonis c o m m  ( W a l k e r ) ,  O c t - M a r ,  <950 m. o n  
grasses and herbs 

N O C T U I D A E :  A G R O T I N A E  
Arot i s  qbsdon anzetuma (\2'aiker), h-o\ - M a y ,  < 950 

m 
N O C T U I D A E :  H A D E N I N A E  
"Aletza" cunrata Philpott ,  J a n - F e b .  1200 m 
"Aletia " griseijennt~ (Felder),  Feb-.4pr, 600-1000 m 
YAletia " longstajfz ( H o w e s ) .  M a r - A p r ,  950-1 100 

m ,  adults  t o  Dracopi~llum flowers.  
'21etza" obsecrata M e y r i c k ,  J a n ,  1200 111 

Graphania agora~tij ( h l e y r i c k ) ,  Dec-Jan ,  t o  950 m 
Graphanla di~junyens (M'alker).  Dec-Jan ,  < 950 m 
Graphania i n s p i s  (LValker),  Jan-Dee .  < 600 m 
Graphania morosa ( B u t l e r ) ,  J a n - F e b ,  t o  600 m 
Graphania mu tan^ ( W a l k e r ) ,  J a n - D e c ,  <600 m 
Graphania nullifera ( W a l k e r ) ,  Dee-Apr ,  1000 m ,  in  

Aciphylla 
Graphanla omoplaca ( M c y r i c k ) ,  O c t - D e e ,  <800 m, 

o n  introduced Poaceae. 
Graphanis plena (\l.'alker), J a n - D e c ,  < 600 m 
Graphanlaphruias (Meyr ick) ,  O c t .  Jan .  A p r ,  to  950 m 
Graphania ruhescen~ (But ler ) .  Feb,  <700 m ,  o n  

introduced grasses 
Graphania ustistr~ga (LValkrr) .  A u g - A p r ,  < 600 m 
Ichneutica cana Ho\ves, N o v - J a n ,  950 m 
Ichneutlca ceraunzas M e y r i c k .  No\-Jan.  i00-1200 rn 
Ichneutica notata S a l m o n ,  J a n ,  950 m 
Persectanla acersa ( W a l k e r ) ,  S e p - M a y ,  < 950 m 
Tmetolophota montistis ( h l e y r i c k ) ,  Dec ,  950 m 
Tmetolophota arotls ( h l e y r i c k ) ,  Dec-Jan ,  <950 m 
Tmetolophok~ atrlstriga ( W a l k e r ) ,  D e c - M a r ,  < 600 

m 
Tmetolophota propria (LValker),  J a n - A p r ,  < 600 m 
Tmetolophota stulta ( P h i l p o t t ) ,  D e e ,  950 rn 
N O C T U I D A E :  H Y P E N I N A E  
Rhapsa icotosuzlls \Valker, O c t -  A p r ,  <600 m 
G E O M E T R O I D E A :  G E O h l E T R I D A E :  
E N N O M I N A E  
Gelonia pannularia ( G u e n e e ) ,  J a n ,  to  600 m 
Pseudocoremia indiitincta (But ler ) .  D e c g a n ,  <600 

m, o n  Muehlenheckia 
Pseudocoremia melmata (Fe lder) ,  J a n ,  o n  Carmtchaelia 
Pseudocoremia s u a ~ ~ i s  Butler.  J a n - D e c ,  < 600 m 
SestraJlexata ( W a l k e r ) ,  O c t - D e e ,  <500 m 

Ischalii fortinata ( G u e n e e ) ,  No\,. < 500 m 

G E O M E T R I D A E :  L A R E N T I I N A E  
Anmhlorz~ subochraria ( D o u b l e d a y ) ,  J a n - F e b ,  < 500 

m 
Asaphodes abrogata (LValker),  M a r - A p r .  < 600 m ,  

o n  Planta~fo 
Asaphodes chlamydota ( M e y r i c k ) ,  O L ~ ,  < 500 m 
Asaphodes clarata ( W a l k e r ) .  Feb-Mar .  900- 1300 m 
Asaphode~ helias ( M e y r i c k ) ,  J a n - F e b ,  1100-1300 m 
Asaphodes prasinias ( M e y r i c k ) ,  Dee.  < 600 m 
Asaphodes recta (Phi lpo t t ) .  k l a r - A p r .  < 600 m 
Asaphodes s p .  i n d e t  ( n r  bryopls). J a n - F e b ,  

1000-1300 n i ,  larva o n  Cyathodes 
Austrocidarla call~~hlora ( B u t l e r ) ,  J a n ,  to  600 m 
Cephaltssa siria; O c t .  1300 m 
D q u r i i  anceps (But ler ) .  J a n - A p r ,  950-1300 m ,  o n  

Anisotome 
Dasyurzi leucubathra M e y r i c k ,  N o v ,  950 In. iar\-a 

will eat let tuce 
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Dasyuris parthenrata Guenee. Oct ,  <500 m ,  on 
Actphylla 

Dasyuru  transaurea Howes, Oct-Nov, 950-1300 m 
Dasyuris sp,  indet, Jan-Feb, 1000-1300 m 
E h i a  glaucata LValker, J an ,  < 600 m 
Eptcyme rubropunctarta (Doubleday). Aug-Apr, 

< 500 m,  on Halorag i~  
Epiphryne cernculata (Felder), Nov, May. < 500 m 
"Ezqma toge"  dyocyma  Meyrick, Sep, Apr, < 500 

m 
"Euq~matoge"  gobiata (Felder), Oct-Apr, < 500 m ,  

on Coprosma 
Helastta cinerearia (Doubleday). Sep-May , <800 

m ,  on lichens 
Helas t~a  cymoreucta Nov-Dec. 600 m 
Helastia orophyla (Meyrick), Jan-Feb, 11 10-1300 

m ,  on herbs 
Helastia s e m $ ~ ~ a i a  (Walker), Feb-Apr, <600 m ,  

on herbs 
Helastta semiiignata (Walker). Sep-Apr, <950 m ,  

lichens and herbs 
Helastia n.sp. ,  Oct-Dee, to 600 rn 
H e l a ~ t t a  n.sp. .  Oct-Dec, 500 m 
"Hydriomena" r ixafa  (Felder), Nov-Feb, < 600 m ,  

on Epilobium 
"Hydrtomena " triphrayma (Meyrick). Dee-Jan, 

< 600 m 
Lylhrta perornata (Walker), h-ov-Feb, 950-1200 m ,  

on Pimelea 
Lythria sp. indet, Feb, 1100 m 
Xotoreas anthracias (hleyrick), Jan-Feb, 1100-1300 

m ,  on Dracophyllum 
>Vatarea brephosata (Walker), Nov-Mar, 950-1300 

m ,  on Epilobium 
~Votoreas ferox Dec-Feb, 1000-1200 m 
.Votorea~ hexaleuca Nov-Jan, 950- 1100m 
"Votoreas insignii (Butler), Jan-Mar,  950-1300 m 
,Votorea isoleuca Meyrick, Feb-hlar,  950-1100 m,  

on Drapeies 
,Voforea~ mechanitrs (hleyrick), Jan-hlar ,  1100- 1300 

m ,  on D r a p e f e ~  
,Votoreas niphocrena (Meyrick), Feb, 11 00 m 
lVolorea paradeipha (Meyrick), Nov-Jan, 950-1250 

m ,  larva on Pimelea 
Notorea, ropyra (Meyrick), No\ -Mar ,  900-1300 m ,  

on Epilobium 
Paslphila biltneolata Dee, to l000m 
Paitphila nrreti Meyrick, J an -Feb ,  950-1200 m ,  in 

Celmisia flowers 
Pastphtla rubella (Philpott), 1200 m ,  lar\ae on 

H e  be 
Pa,iphtla n.sp. ,  Oct-Nov. to 1200 m, larvae on 

flowers of' C e l m i ~ i a ,  Senecto, Hehe 
'Xanthorrhoe" occults Philpott, Oct-Jan, 600-1100 

m.  larva will eat Compositae flowers in 
captivity 

GEOhfETRIDAE O E N O C H R O M A T I N A E  
Dtchromodes g p i o t i ~  ' \ . le\r~rk, Oct-No\ ,  < 700 m,  

on 11chens 
Dtchromodes sphaerrata (Felder), Oct-Feh. < 950 m,  

on 11chens 
Samana acutata Butler. Jan.  <600 rn 

GEOLIETRIDAE: STERRHINAE 
Scopula rubraria (Doubleddy), Oct-hlay < 600 m.  

on Plantain 
PYRALOIDEA. P\-RALIDAE: 
CRAMBINAE 
Orocrambus aethonelluj (hfeyrick). Oct-Jan. < 9 X  

m 
Orocrambus apirel1u.1 (Zeller). Dec, to 600 m 
Orocranrbus ~ o r r u p t u ~  (Butler), Sep-Jan, < 1200 rn 
Orocramhlir crenarus (Meyrick). Dee-Jan, 950-1 100 m 
Orocmmbui cyciopicics (Meyrick), Feb-Apr. < 600 m 
Orocrarnbus dtcrenel lu i  (Mcyrick) ,  Dee-Feb,  

950-1200 m 
Orocrambus enchophorui ( M e  yrick), Jan-May. < 500 

m 
Ororrambus Iezeui Gaskin. Oct-Apr. <500 m ,  on 

Poa co l rn~o i  
Orocrambui rrta~haerutes Lleyrick, ,Jan. 1300 m 
Orocrarrtbus melampetr2ls Purdie, Jan.  1100 m 
Orocrambus ramo~el lu i  (Doubleday), Nov-hla) . 

< N O  m 
Orocrambu j  / r i tonel lus  (hleyr ick) ,  No \ - Jan ,  

600- 1200 ni 
Orocrambui rittellus (Doubleday), Dec-Mar. < 950 

m 
Orocrambus rsulgur~s (Butler). Feb-Apr, < 600 ni 
Orocrambu xanfhogrammus (Meyrick), J an ,  to 950 m 
Pareromene elatna (hkyrick) ,  No \ -Mar .  <500 m 
Pareronme  rptphaea (Meyrick), Dec-Jan, 950 m 
Pareomene helioc~ppa (Meyrick), Dee-Feb. 950 m 
Pareromene pyrsophane~ (Meyrick). Dec, < 600 rn 
PYRALIDAE. NY\IPHUL.INAE 
.2lluiofima n~ t i da l t r  (ivalker),  Jan.  <500  m 
PYRALIDAE: PYRAUSTINAE 
Diasemta y r a m m a l i ~  Doubleday, Oct-hlar ,  < 1200 
m 
Heltothvla atra (Butler), Jan.  1000 rn 
.Ilecyna aduersa Philpott. Mar-Apr,  400-950 m 
.Wecjna jlactdalis (Doubleday), Oct-hlay. < 1100 

m 
,\esarcha hybrealij (LValker), Nov-Ma) , < 500 m 
Pruferoeca comajtti  Meyrick, Dec, e l l 0 0  m 
PYRALIDAE. SCOPARIINAE 
Eudonia octophora (Meyrick), Mar-Apl-, <950 m 
Eudonta sabulosrlla (Walker), Sep-Dee, <950 rn 
"Scopark"  asaleufa hleyrick, Nov-Jan, < 1000 m 
"Scoparta" aipidota (hleyrick), Dee, <600 m 
"Scoparza" ajterisca (hleyrick), Jan. < 500 m 
"9opar la  " atmugrumnu Me) rick, Feb-Apr, < 500 

In 
"Scoparta" cataxota  Meyr~ck ,  Nov-Mar, < 500 m 
"S~opar ta"  chalara hleyrick, Nov-Dee. 500.930 m 
"Scopurta' ' crttica Dec, 1000 m 
"Scoparra " declamtu Meyrick, J an ,  1200 m 
"Scuparia " deltophora hleyrick. Feb-Apr. 950- 1050 

m 
"Scoparia " ergails, Dee. 1 I00 m 
"Stoparza" r x t h  Kndggs, Oct-blar .  < 1100 ni 
"S~oparra  "jeredayt Knaggs, Oct-hlay, < 1 100 m 
"Scuparta" leginofa (hleyrick). Dec-Frb. 950 m 
"Scoparla " luminalrtx Meyrick, Dee, <950 m 
"Scoparta" melannupj L4eyrick, Jan. <950 m 
"Scoparia" otuiata Philpott, Feb, 1200 m 
"Scoparlu " organara l l e y r ~ r k .  Dee-Feb, 950-1 100 

111 
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"Scopur~a " palltdula, Dec, 900 m " S c o p u r ~ a "  siderapspzs (hleyrick), J a w F e b ,  
"Scoparza " parachalca Meyrick, Nov, 800 m 1100-1200 rn 
"Scoparia"petrina (Meyrick). Dec, 950 m "Scopariu " steropaea Meyrick, Nov-Feb, < 1000 m 
"Scoparia" ph~lerta Meyrick, Oct-Apr, 500 m "Scoparia " tricirgata (Felder), Novgan ,  < 1200 m 
"Scopuria' ' pura, Nov, 1200 m "S~oparza" s p . ,  cf, drjphactzs Meyrick, Aprgun ,  
"Scopar~a rotuella (Felder), Apr, < 500 m 950 m 
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