
Review-New Zealand insects and their story 
S H A I ( I ~ . I . ,  R .  1982: Nezn Zealeultrnd i n m l ~  and their itory Rcvisrd rdition. Auckliind, Collins. 268 11. + 44 plates 

with 199 colour photographs. ISBN 0-000-216530-1). Price: NZf29.95 

It is a plrasurr to find that Richard Sharcll's attractive book ia again available to naturalists. This is a 
book noted for its rnagnificrnt photographs, mainly of our  larger insrcts. M r m b r r s  of the Enturnol(~gical 
Society will bc aware that 3 photographs from this book wrrc chosrn to he printed as postcards availablc 
through thr  S o r ~ r t y  (red admiral,  puriri uioth, and  Hrlms '  stag beetle). Complementing the photographs is 
rnthusiastic text written in a popular ~ t y l r  describing the life-histories and  hchavionr of the insects. 
Entomologists know that somr of the inforniation recorded within the book are  firsts for Nrw Zealand, such 
as the recording of a "tickiri~" sound for the Stephens' Island wr:ta, Deinucridu rupra (p .  139). 

Thia edition is printed on a whiter paper than that of the 1971 rdition. As n consrquencr,  sornr 
photographs are enhanced, such as the puriri rrloth (figurr 63), whereas othera, such as the convol\wlus 
moth (tigurr 107), are  perhaps not quite so striking. T h e  black and white photographs seem to bc ht:ttrr on 
t h ~ s  whitrr paper; for cxample, thc wrtas on pagrs 136 and 137 arc  bcttcr reproducrd than thr  1971 edition. 
All the photographs are  identical with the 1971 edition. 

T h r  changcs made to tlir text are  small, and rnost arc  concerned with updating nornrnelaturc (c .g . ,  
Vane~ra to Basrurir for the admiral butterflies) or statrmrnts o f  fact ( r .g . ,  page 114, wlicrc t h  rrrrmbrr of 
cicada species in Australia is changed from "1,200 to 1,500" to "betwccn two and  thrr r  hundrrd" ,  and p .  
115, where the songs h r  the cicadas A~nphip~al tn  cin&utu and A zelandica are  reversed). 'l 'hcrr is onr  
significant change in the text, whr r r  30 lines on page 129 are  rewritten (on Ortlioptrra).  Unfortunatrly, this 
has introduced a n  error in that thr  top 4 lines of pagc 129 (reset) rluplicatr the final 4 lines of page 128 above 
thr footnote. Some spelling rriistakrs of the lirst edition still rcrnairr: r .g . ,  on page 167 thr  mosquito genus 
Culm is given as  Cales; on  pagr 1 8  tachinid tlics is spclt tachanid; on  pagr 214 native is spclt uativc; pagc 70 
Gcornetridar is spelt Grornitridac (hyphenated); pagr 107 wrrvils is spelt wccviis; and on pagc 178 advising 
on the treatment of bee stings 2 words are  mis-spclt on the same linr-"not a t  once l'orthcornig, dilute 
wiskry". Only 2 new reterrnces are  ndtlrd in the Addcndu~n .  Orrr of these is D r  Gibbs'  hook on New 
Zealancl buttel-tlirs; unli)rtunatrly, on pagc 217 a 1971 rrmark 1s not updatrd to state that this book is rrow a 
reality. 
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Now some words for the publishers. I was disappointed that the typesetting for the reset lines did not 
match the rest of the text as well as might be expected: the letters are a larger point size, giving reset lines a 
darker appearance, and the lines are set about half a letter wider (check paragraph 3, page 130). I was able 
see that the total text reset was 157 lines made up in 35 correction blocks for 32 pages (excluding the new 
setting for "Note to Second Edition", "Addendum", and "Index"). T h e  author states on page 22 that 
"This edition has been slightly revised", yet the words on the cover, "new and revised edition", imply that 
substantial changes have been made. In  my opinion it would be fairer to describe this as a "limp cover 
edition" that is a reprint of the 1971 edition with minor amendments. 

At the outset I said it was a pleasure to see this book available again. It is the type ofbook which should be 
in every library in New Zealand. Further, I recommend it without reservation to everyone who does not 
already possess a copy of the 1971 edition as the photographs alone are worth the price. If you are already a 
possessor of the 1971 edition then I consider you should examine the 1982 version very carefully before 
buying, as you may feel that the changes to the text are insufficient to justify the expense of having another 
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