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C l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  American ' b l a c k  widow' and t h e  New Zea land  
' k a t i p o ' ,  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  ' r e d b a c k '  s p i d e r  Lafnodecfun h a n n c l t i  
h a s  been f i n d i n g  i t s  way i n t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  f r e q u e n c y .  
I n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  t h r e e  f u l l y  grown f e m a l e s  have  been  found  by 
a c c i d e n t  a p p a r e n t l y  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  w i l d  i n  c e n t r a l  Otago. S i n c e  i t  
i s  e x t r e m e l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h r e e  such  s p i d e r s ,  h a v i n g  s u c e s s f u l l y  
made t h e i r  way t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  s h o u l d  t h e n  a l l  be f o u n d ,  it i s  
r e a s o n a b l e  t o  assume t h a t  one o r  more C o l o n i e s  have  become e s t a b l i s h -  
e d  somewhere. 

The l a t e s t  f i n d ,  a  g r a v i d  f e m a l e ,  was uncovered  by someone c o l l e c t -  
r o c k s  n e a r  Wanaka f o r  h i s  r o c k e r y .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  c a p t u r e ,  it l a i d  
a n  e g g s a c ,  from which  1 1 0  s p i d e r l i n g s  l a t e r  emerged. 

These  s p i d e r l i n g s  a r e  b e i n g  r e a r e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t e m p e r a t u r e s  and 
it i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  deve lopment  i s  g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e d  by t h i s  
v a r i a b l e .  It i s  a l s o  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  w i t h s t a n d  s u b - z e r o  
t e m p e r a t u r e s  s i n c e  f i f t e e n  s p i d e r l i n g s  i n  t u b e s  p l a c e d  o u t s i d e  
( i n  ~ u n e d i n )  and f e d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  w i t h  f r u i t f l i e s  a r e  s t i l l  v e r y  
much a l i v e . .  Another  f i f t e e n ,  s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d  b u t  which were  n o t  
f e d ,  d i e d  a f t e r  a b o u t  f i v e  weeks;  t h e r e  seems l i t t l e  d o u b t  however 
t h a t  t h e y  d i e d  o f  s t a r v a t i o n  and  n o t  o f  t h e  c o l d .  These s t u d i e s  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e s e  s p i d e r l i n g s  would have  s u r v i v e d  i n  Wanaka 
p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  found  s u i t a b l e  s h e l t e r  and were  a b l e  t o  
o b t a i n  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  meal .  One c r i t e r i o n  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  
r e d b a c k s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  would seem t o  r e l a t e  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  summer 
i s  warm enough f o r  them t o  b r e e d  and  n o t  on whether  t h e y  can  l i v e  
t h r o u g h  t h e  w i n t e r .  

D i s t i n g u i s h i n g  between t h e  k a t i p o  and r e d b a c k  i s  a  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  
f o r  p e r s o n s  u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  s p i d e r s .  Anyone f i n d i n g  a  s p i d e r  which 
i s  s u s p e c t e d  of b e i n g  a  r e d b a c k  i s  a s k e d  t o  p o s t  i t  t o  me t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  d a t e  and d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  f i n d  ( l o c a l i t y ,  h a b i t a t ,  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
e t c . , )  The b e s t  p r o c e d u r e  i s  t o  p u t  i t  i n  a  p l a s t i c  j a r  c o n t a i n i n g  
a  f i r m l y  wedged t w i g  t o  which  t h e  s p i d e r  c a n  c l i n g .  

I n  g e n e r a l ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  r e d b a c k  and t h e  k a t i  o  i n c l u d e  
( 1 )  s i z e  ( t h e  r e d b a c k  i s  h a l f  a s  b i g  a g a i n  a s  t h e  k a t i p o y .  
( 2 )  h a i r - c o v e r i n g  ( t h e  r e d b a c k  i s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  two k i n d s  o f  

h a i r  - s h o r t  and  f i n e ,  l a r g e  and c o a r s e :  t h e  k a t i p o  h a s  o n l y  
s h o r t ,  f i n e  h a i r s . )  

( 3 )  h a b i t a t  ( t h e  r e d b a c k  c a n  l i v e  i n  any  a r i d  s h e l t e r e d ,  i n l a n d  
a r e a  whereas  t h e  k a t i p o  i s  c o n f i n e d  t o  c o a s t a l  r e g i o n s . )  
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