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The s e r i o u s  e f f e c t s  of  t h e  b i t e  o f  t h e  Kat ipo  s i d e r  ( ~ a t r o d e c t u s  
k a t i p o  P o w e l 1 ) a r e  w e l l  known. H o r n a b r o o k ( l 9 5 1 ~  g i v e s  a  d e t a i l e d  
h i s t o r i c a l  rev iew and t h e  Department of  H e a l t h  p u b l i s h e s  p e r i o d i c  
s t a t i s t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n s ( s e e  r e f e r e n c e s ) .  
I n  t h e  p e r i o d  1967-76 t h e r e  were 23 c a s e s  of  h o s p i t a l i s a t i o n  
f o l l o w i n g  k a t i p o  b i t e s .  During t h e  same p e r i o d  t h e r e  were a  f u r t h e r  
1 4  c a s e s  of h o s p i t a l  a d m i s s i o n s  f o l l o w i n g  b i t e s  by o t h e r  s p i d e r s  
( u s u a l l y  u n i d e n t i f i e d ) .  The p o t e n t i a l  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  red-back  
s p i d e r  (L. h a s s e l t i  T h o r e l l )  a s  a  danger  t o  humans i f  i t  becomes 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  New Zealand i s  w e l l  documented. ( S u t h e r l a n d  and T r i n c a ,  
1978. ) 

Most s p i d e r s  p o s s e s s p o i s o n  g l a n d s  and a r e  c a p a b l e  of  b i t i n g  humans 
p r o v i d e d  t h e i r  c h e l i c e r a e  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  powerfu l  t o  p e n e t r a t e  
human s k i n  b u t  because of  b e h a v i o u r a l  p a t t e r n s ,  some s p i d e r s  w i l l  
n o t  b i t e  a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  i n s e c t s  c a u g h t  i n  t h e i r  webs. There 
a r e  however, a  few r e c o r d e d  i n s t a n c e s  i n  New Zealand o f  s p i d e r s .  
o t h e r  t h a n  k a t i p o ,  b i t i n g  humans w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t .  (Myers, 
1927,  Chamberlain,  1947 i n  Watt ,  1971 ) These were: 

Dipoena b l a t t e a  U r q u h a r t  ( T h e r i d i i d a e )  
Hexa the le  h o c h s t e t t d  A u s s e r e r  
P o r r h o t h e l e  a n t i p o d i a n a  Walckenaer (Dip1ur idae)  
I x e u t i c u s  s u b f a s c i a t u s  ( syn .  1 . m a r t i u s )  S i m o n ( ~ e s i i d a e )  
Cambridgea f o l i a t a  Koch ( ~ t i ~ h i d i i d a e )  

I n  a d d i t i o n .  b a t t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  b i t e s  on h i m s e l f  bv 
a  Mi turpa  s p .  ( C l u b i o n i d a e )  and Dysdera c r o c a t a  Koch ( ~ y s d e r i d a e ) .  
F o r s t e r  and F o r s t e r  (1973)  add Araneus p u s t u l o s u s  Walckenaer and 
A .  t r a n s m a r i n a  syn. A .  b rouni  T A r a n e i d a e ) .  More r e c e n t l y  Sunde 
(1980)  d e s c r i b e s  f o u r  c a s e s  from t h e  Auckland r e g i o n  of  b i t e s  from 
Lempona c y l i n d r a  t a  Koch ( ~ n a p h o s i d a e ) .  

Recent  s u b m i s s i o n s  t o  t h e  P l a n t  H e a l t h  D i a g n o s t i c  S t a t i o q s  a t  
Auckland, Levin  and L i n c o l n  have conf i rmed  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  o f  
some o f  t h e  above s p e c i e s  and have p r o v i d e d  a  few a d d i t i o n a l  r e c o r d s  
a s  f o l l o w s :  

( 1 )  Chiracanthium s t r a t i o t i c u m  Koch ( C l u b i o n i d a e )  
On 26 J a n u a r y  1979 a  2$ v e a r  o l d  bv was a d m i t t e d  
t o  t h e  C h r i s t c h u r c h  h o s p r t a l  o v e r n i g h t  f o l l o w i n g  a  
b i t e  on t h e  hand. The boy was s a i d  t o  be p l a y i n g  
w i t h  s p i d e r  webbing when t h e  s p i d e r  r u s h e d  o u t  and 
b i t  him. The b i t e  was i n i t i a l l y  p a i n f u l  and p a r t  
o f  t h e  hand s w e l l e d  up. A number of  s p e c i e s  o f  
t h i s  genus a r e  known o v e r s e a s  t o  i n f l i c t  p a i n f u l  b i t e s  
w i t h  s e v e r e  e f f e c t s .  (R R F o r s t e r ,  p e r s .  corn). 
Another  Club ion id ,  a  Mi turga  zp. h a s  been r e c o r d e d  t w i c e  
i n  New Zea land ,  i n f l i c t i n g  b i t e s .  I n  c o n t r a s t  t h e  
n a t i v e  Uliodon s p  ( C l u b i o n i d a e )  was r e c o r d e d  a s  b i t i n g  
a  man a t  Wanganui on 1 2  September 1982 w i t h  no a p p a r e n t  
e f f e c t .  



( 2 )  U n i d e n t i f i e d  S a l t i c i d a e  
I n  Auckland on 27 March 1979 a  p e r s o n ( a g e  and  s e x  
unknown) was b i t t e n ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  s w e l l i n g  and  
p u s t u l e s  a round  s i t e  o f  b i t e .  

( 3 )  T r i t e  ~ ~ ( s a l t i c i d a e )  
A t  Dannevirke on 1 2  A ~ r i l  1983  a  woman was b i t t e n  
on t h e  l e g  r e s u l t i n g  i n  s w e i l i n g  and p a i n .  
E b e l i n g  (1975) r e c o r d s  one c a s e  of a  b i t e  by a  S a l t i c i d  
i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

( 4  S t e a t o d a  sp. ( l h e r i d i i d a e )  
S i n c e  1981 t h e r e  have been t h r e e  r e c o r d s  from t h e  
Auckland a r e a  o f  minor b u t  p a i n f u l  b i t e s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  f u r t h e r  r e c o r d s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o n  s p e c i e s  a l r e a d y  
b i t e :  

Araneus o u s t u l o s u s  ( A r a n e i d a e )  
F i v e  r e c o r d s  have been r e c e i v e d  i n c l u d i n g  two 
when a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  was caused.  Overseas  c a s e s  
of h i t e s  a r e  r e c o r d e d  from th'e USA from a n  Araneus sp .  
( 2 b e l i n g , 1 9 7 5 )  and from A u s t r a l i a  from A .  t r a n s m a r i n u s  
( S o u t h c o t t  1973) .  

Dysdera c r o c a t a  (Dysder idae .  ) 
There a r e  f o u r  r e c o r d s  of b i t e s  i n c l u d i n g  one from 
Auckland where a  a a n  was b i t t e n  r e s u l t i n g V i n  s w e l l i n g  
and s e v e r e  p a i n .  Cook (1965) s t a t e s  t h a t  "Dysdera 
i s  one of t h e  few s p i d e r s  t h a t  w i l l  a t t a c k  r a t h e r  
t h a n  r e t r e a t  from m o l e s t a t i o n .  T h i s  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  
combined w i t h  t h e  impos ing  s i z e  of  t h e  C h e l i c e r a e ,  
h a s  g i v e n  Dysdera a n  undeserved  r e p a t a t i o n " .  Mascord 
(1970) s t a t e s  t h a t  s e v e r a l  s e v e r e  b i t e s  have been r e c o r d e d  
f r o n  t h i s  s p e c i e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  

Lampona c g i i n d r a t a  (Gnaphosidae)  
k f u r t h e r  r e c o r d  o c c u r r e d  i n  Auckland on 1 0  May 1983  
when 2  members of a  f a m i l y  were b i t t e n .  Symptoms were 
s a i d  t o  be d i a r r h o e a ,  s e v e r e  i t c h i n g ,  r e d d e n i n g  and 
s w e l l i n g  o f  t h e  body. T h i s  s p i d e r  h a s  a l s o  been r e s p -  
o n s i b l e  f o r  s e v e r e  b i t e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  (Hascord ,  1970) .  

Another  c a s e  of a  b i t e  from a  Mi turga  sp .  was o b t a i n e d  from an 
a r t i c l e  i n  T r e e l i n e  (1981) which d e s c r i b e s  a  female  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  
b e i n g  b i t t e n  when s h e  was on M t  F y f f e  n e a r  Kaikoura .  The symptoms 
were d e s c r i b e d  a s  d i z z i n e s s  and nausea  and she  was h o s p i t a l i s e d  
f o r  f o u r  hours .  

The d a n g e r s  from s p i d e r  b i t e s  i n  New Zealand can be p u t  i n  p e r s -  
p e c t i v e  by comparison w i t h  A u s t r a l i a .  Two d e a t h s  from k z t i p o  b i t e s  
were r e p o r t e d  i n  New Zealand i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Both r e c o r d s  
a r e  second hand and t h e  d e a t h s  o c c u r r e d  many y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
d a t e s  of  t h e  r e p o r t s .  (Hornabrook , 1 9 5 1 ) .  As f s r  a s  can be 
a s c e r t a i n e d  (Department  o f  H e a l t h  , O c c e s i o a a l  p a p e r  19 ,  1982)  n o  
o t h e r  d e a t h s  from spid 'er  b i t e s  have  been r e c o r d e d  i n  NZ. Ey 
c o n t r a s t ,  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  A t r a x  r o b l i s t u s  Cambridge (Sydney f u n n e l  
web s p i d e r )  h a s  been r e s p o n s i b l e  of  1 0  d e a t h s  c p  t o  1973.  No 
s p e c F f i c  a n t i v e n e n e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a g a i n s t  t h i s  s p i d e r  (Mascor?, 
197Oi. .  The redback  s p i d e r  i L . h a s s e l t i )  was r e s p c n s i b l e  f o r  13  
d e a t h s  up t o  1959 i n  A u s t r a l i a .  An ant ivenom t o  t h i s  s p i d e r  
h a s  now been produced and h a s  p r e v e n t e d  f u r t h e r  d e a t h s ,  Mascord 
a l s o  r e c o r d s  s e v e r e  b i t e s  f r o n  A u s t r a l i a n  s p i d e r s  n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  %Z, i n c l u d i n g  A .  f o r n i d a b i l i s  Rainbow ( t r e e  f u n n e l  web s ~ i c ! e r ) ,  



Selenocosmia  c r a s s i p e s  ( B i r d  e a t i n g  s p i d e r ) .  The v i o l i n  s p i d e r  
( L o x o s c e l e s  r e c l u s a )  G e r t s c h ,  which h a s  r e c e n t l y  become e s t a b -  
l i s h e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a  h a s  been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  many u n p l e a s a n t  b i t e s  - - 
i n  t h e  USA ( E b e l i n g ,  1975) .  

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  I x e u t i c u s  r o b u s t u s  Koch which i s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  North I s l a n d  h a s  n o t  been a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  b i t i n g  r e c o r d s  i n  N Z  a l t h o u g h  i t  h a s  been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
s e v e r e  b i t e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  (Mascord, 1 9 7 0 )  
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