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"The Charming Creek Valley is  not  so charming nown. Guenny 
Davis, Native Fores ts  Action Council, reported i n  Uestport 
18 February 1982. ..................................................... 

g n I  know no s i g h t  more sad than to wi tness  t h e  des t ruc t ion  by 
$ f i r e  o f  f o r e s t s  on the h i l l - s ides  - those mournful s t r eaks  g 
$sweeping along the  more acces s ib l e  s i d e s  o f  t he  ranges,  with $ 
$blackened t runks  l i k e  Banquo's ghosts  he re  and the re  i n  the 2 
 idst st - without p a r a l l e l  t he  most melancholy spec t ac l e  of 8 
:wasteful des t ruct ionn (Knight 1875: 474 1. * 
..................................................... 

Or, 36 February 1982 the  N.Z. Fores t  Service  burnt about 120 ha of 
c l e a r f e l l e d  na t ive  fo re s t  a t  Charming Creek f4f035'  S, ~ 7 5 ~ 5 8 '  
E, a l t i t u d e  ca  200 m), k ih inui  S t a t e  Fores t  55, Buller region. The 
land was h i l l y  and s teepp:  and it was i n  an area  zoned f o r  tne growing 
o f  exo t i c  t r e e s  i n  t he  Draft  h l l e r  Regional Forest  Managment Plan 
{Forest  Service  "181)). B e  na t ive  beech and podocarp f o r e s t  was 
ccnsidered by t h e  Forest  Service t o  be unsu i t ab l e  fo r  timber 
production,  and the  s i t e  had been c l e a r f e l l e d  some months beforehand 
in  readiness  f o r  conversion ta Pinus r a d i a t a ,  The f e l l e d  f o r e s t  was 
allowed t o  dry  c u t  over the  9'zimmer r iod .  A t  burning an accelerant  

p i e t e  hot  burn, About a week before t he  
i c e  had re leased a report recommending t h a t  

t h e  a r e s  should have remained i n  f o r e s t  because it was one of t h e  main 
h a b i t a t s  f o r  t he  s n a i l  Pouell iphanta l i g n a r i a  johnstoni,  a protected 
spec i e s  under the  g i l d l i f e  Act, 

en t h e  area was v i s i t ed  on 3 March i982 by TKC, a member of a 
DSIR i n v e s t i g a t i v e  group f o r  the  Bul ler  region,  t h e  whole burnt a r ea  
had no greenery present whatsoever -- t h e  hot  burn had completely 
removed a l l  surface  vegetation and only stumps and l a rge  bare branches 
remained. L i t t e r  and f ine  r o o t s  remained unburnt about 1-2 cn below 
t h e  blackened surface  layer .  

On t he  surface  the re  were a l a r g e  number of dead Powelliphanta 
s h e l l s  and r eaa ins  o f  p i l l  mi l l ipedes .  A co l l ec t ion  o f  surface  
ma te r i a l  and l i t t e r  was taken near the  cen t r e  o f  t he  burnoff.  Tne 
ma te r i a l  was chosen from an area  of about 15 square metres so a s  t o  
embrace the  d ive r se  microhabitats genera l ly  present  i n  f o r e s t s ,  such 
a s  l i t t e r  around the  bases of t r e e s  and under f a l l e n  logs ,  t he  
fermentation l i t t e r  l aye r ,  humification horizon, and s o i l .  About 2 
shoeboxes o f  mater ia l  were obtained, an moun t  usual ly  obtained i n  
Entomology Division samples. Back i n  Auckland 6 days l a t e r  the  l i v e  
animals were ext rac ted  i n t o  ethanol with a Berlese funnel ,  and the  
ma te r i a l  was then hand-sorted t o  c o l l e c t  fragments of arthropods and 
molluscs. This note records t he  fauna t h a t  was present.  








